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N N RoUgH  swewt s

TOWARD TOMORROW, meaning of course, the editor, as well as
the magazine, 1is in a state of flux, and has been for so long a
time as to have come to consider that state more natural than
stability.

This means, above all, that we are no longer subject to simple
classification. We're neither Democrat, Republican, Moralist, Nudist,
Libertine, Communist, Socialist, Fundementalist, Modernist, Atheist,
Pacifist, Militarist, Esperantist, nor Prohibitionist, although we
have been each of these at some time or other in the past.

But then, we were looking for a fixed position. We felt that
one must be absolutist, with a plan, and a utopia. Now we feel
that absolute plans are hindrancee, and utopias are fumbles. Much
taken up with our smallness, we feel that each individual looks out
on the world from nis own tiny corner. Thus at best his view is
warnped, and in a slightly differnet way than any other of his neigh-
bors. It is for this reason that we have lost'faith in the Utoplans,
of whatever breed. DPach has an inflexible panacea for the world's
ills. These ills of the world are rather complicated, and they
present themselves in a different light to different people, and
each person can come up with one or more dffferent solutions. Each
is likely to make the sad mistake of interpreting his own eXxperience,
and therefore, his own problems and solutions, as universal. Bach
plan must be followed with dogmatic absolutism. That is where we
part company.

Paul Tarsus, the apostle of Jesus, himsmelf a dealer in a well
propagandized panacea, said at least one thing that should exhonerate
him for his authoritarianism; "Finally brethren, whatsoever things
are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report, if there be any virtue, 1if there ba any
praise, think ofi these things."™ If it 1is permitted to take those
words ofit of context, and give them a broader interpretation than
the apostle himself would have allowed, Wwe have here a rule to guide
the freethinker. Truth, honesty, justice, purity, loveliness, virtue,
and pragse must all be subject to the wider interpretation of indiv--
idual cxperience. ©PEach man must search for his own truth, and can
only rclatively apply it to his fellows.

We have had a thousand and one gquacks all with their individual
cure-alls to be prescnted to thc world en a silver plattcr. Offering
as a solution to that the thesis that everyman must think for himself
would seem to resutl only in further confusion. Not necessarily,
for then we must come to realize that we must handle the world's
problems as we come to them, for a man today cannot even forsee,
much less solve the problems of tomorrow. So while we can make
attempts, mainly for our own vicarious ammusement, 10 solve tomorr-
ows problems, our real duty is a direct dealing with the problems
of today, and those of the most immediate future.

After this rather primary discowse on metaphysics, you may
ask where TOWAED TOMORROW does stand. As I said in the beginning,

Wwe aren't standing anywhere, but we're moving through some very
enlightening territory.

The better portion of this issue is taken up with telling where
we stand on one very important problem. That is the way we see the
racial problem at the moment. Perhaps later, our view will change.
At present, Wwe see little to indicate the likelihood of such a
change.
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Right at the moment, we feel a bit relieved. FDR is back for
another term. We said a little relieved, and we meant just that.
During the campaign, we decided that "we'd rather hold our nose
Wwith Roosevelt than close our eyes with Dewey." So we went all out
for FDR. That didn't remove all our qualms, by any means. Our
objections to the Republicans were numerous. They ammounted often
enough to an exact oppositeness to our own ideas. With the Wew Deal,
the objection was usually that thelr program was, while along the
right direction, somewhat insufficient. DBut then we can't have
everything at once. Now it could be that we might have found common
cause with Norman Thomas or some other minority candidate. And so
we would have cast a vote for him. And so what? If he was elected,
everything would be fine. But what chance was there? We feel that
FDR will travel at least part of the rodd with us.

Dumbarton Oaks has frankdy dissapointed us. We think it stands
little chance of being any more effective than any other big-power
alliance has been. But there is alwags the chance. The Articles
of Confederation, out of which the United States grew were every
bit as weak as the United Nations Plan. But they were a start. We
naturally would favor a strong world federation immediately. How-
ever, we can see that such will not be the immediate outcome of
this war.

In our own country, there are quite a few things we would like
to see, and quite a few other things we are not guite sure of,

In the first category are Anti-Poll-Tax Bill, Senate Cloture
Bill, a Permanent Fair Employment Practice Commission, Child Labor
Laws, Higher Minimum Wage and Lower Maximum Hour laws, extenmion
of the Social Security program, a Compulsory Federal stamdard for
educstion to override State standards, anti-dimcrimination laws
for Schools, a Federal News Service, a Constitutional Ammendment
to discontinue the Electoral College, revival of the N.Y.A., the
continuation of 0.P.A.,- the unification and reform o0f the Labor
Dept., Prison reform, and other liberal reforms.

In the second category, wc aren't quite sure of some other
things. TFor instance, the plan to require ane year of service
(perhaps not necessarily military) from each American youth. Ve
can see both good and bad in this, and the entire issue is a Dbit
hazy at the moment.

An extension of the Federal Subsidies system also comes here.
We haven't quite decided yet.

At any rate, this is the way things stand: the world will go
on one way or another, no matter how TOWARD TOMORROW stands. Some
of these projects will be carried through, and others will fail.
But perhaps, sometime, We may grow up, and get into the swing of
things, so as to offer a bit of influence in one Way or another.
Our main job now is to "think on these things"™ so that whatever
small influence we inject into the current of things will be in a
progressive direction. We will act later, when and if the time
comes.

It is only in this way that we can move toward tomorrow.JﬁfE?k’
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"The big house on the hill surrounded by the mud huts has lost
its awesome charm."

- - - Wendell wilkie.
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feature of the publication BLACK AND WAHITE in the last Fapa mailing
was the as-usual neatness of pubs coming from the Slan Shack gang.
The contents were, to put it mildiy, an utter let-down. I had
looked forward to a fairly good debate on the racial subjecct, but
it scems that I expcectcd too much of dogmatist Speccer, and the
Utopian scntimentalist, Ackcrman.

I sharc most of Forry's scntiments; howcver, with Forry, they
scom to bc nothing morc than that. A wmerc act of flailing onc's
barcd arms against thc North Wind will do little or nothing toward
the settlcecment of any important issuce

Of course, I'm glad that Forry has catcn popcorn from the samc
bag es a Negro. If cveoryonc would do the samc, most of our "problom!
would fall away likc a prickecd balloon. Uafortumatcly, this problem
is a lot morc than just so much popcorn.

Aftcr having bcen duly naughty-naughtied, Spcer comcs into tho
fray rather likc a Southcrn Fundamentalist. He puts the argument
on a "takcn for grantcd" basis, dcrived in part from fectual cvidence,
and in larger part from long cstablishcd prcjudicc. He makes a
falt cring attempt to rationalizc.

Thosc who camc in latc may want to know what this is all ebout.
It ammounts to just this: a qucstion of whother thcrc is any basis
for thc widesprcad belicf that diffcront races erc per se at differ-
ont mental and moral lcvels. Upon the answer to that queostion rosts
the furthor quostion of whether therc is any justification for tho
cqually widecspreoad practicc of troating members of other racos as
infcriors, from which practico arisc racc riots, pcrsccutions,
discriminations, hatrcds, rcprcssions, and other social ills. In
othcr wrds, it is a quostion of whother all men shall be trcated
as men, rather than somc as beasts and some as gods - a queostion
of whother cech man shall be given an opportunity to be judgced on
a2 basis of individual qualifications.

It is an important issuc. This war claims basie human frccdom
as its chicf issuc. And. somc wondcr why so many pcrsons scoff at this
idoally clothed cndcavor. Wiay? Porhaps becausc a lerge number of
thosc scoffers scc that thoso very nations, from whosc tongucs such
words as frccdom and cquality glibly flow, arc sadly lacking. Thcsc
words ofton tond to have a hollow ring to millions throughout the
United Nations - to thc Ancrican Nzgrocs, the Southcrn shzrocroppcers,
Okics, Jows, Moxicans, social outeasts, mincrs, and natives in
colonial lands throughout thc world. Thoy have heard thcsc silvery
words, but havc had littlc opportunity to know their mcaning. So
thoso, as wecll as many of thc lecaders who have fought for their
rights, arc often inclincd to bc a bit skcptical.

Howcver, the war must continuc, must be wholchecartcdly supp-
orted, and must bc won, so that wc may continuc with the greater
battle, which will go on long aftcr this conflict known as tho
Sccond World War is forgotton. We are in a battle to gain and
sceurc the priviledgc of lifc, liberty, and the pursuit of happincss
in morc than mamec only for all mcn, rcgardless of cdlpr, crecd, oOr
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caste. This struggle has been going on for ages. The "enemy" here
includes every man, anywhere, who favors the continued unjust opp-
ression of any race, class of ideological group. Their most powerful
weapon is a "cloak of invisibility” which allows them to move among

us at will, and sow their seeds of destruction. We seldom detect them
until it is too date.

As a challenge to this "fifth-column", I submit the charge that
anyone who wilfully spreads anti-racial propagnada is guilty of crim-
inal action against each and every one of the millions of persons who
are affected by such doctrines. This statement is not so extreme as
it may sound to some. Racial theories are a bit more serious than
mere topical tid-bits to be played with in Fapa and like organizations.
They arc dcad-ernest doctrines, mcant for practice, to the constant
harm of many innocont pcople. Thesc doctrincs sec action in both
large and small ways only too often - race riots and lynchings, and the
morc subtlc but far morc dcadly wave of mental and social opprcssion
of millions of individuals hcld under a faulty classification, as wcll
as lowcr standards of living which affcct tho whole world.

Thc idcas of supcriority and inferiority have an cnormous rcsul-
tant in twistcd psychology on both sidecs of thc fancc. It is difficul?
to say thc lcast, for a child to maturc propocrly in a socicty which
looks down upon him as an inferior, or in onc which lcads him to 1look
down on his fellows. Our socicty has beecn cooking up a nicc pottagce
of schizophrecnia, and the pot boils over occasionally.

Theorics arc well cnough, but its Joc who pays. You may speoak
of thc racos, but thc burden falls on thc shoulders of individuals.
Aftor all, Herr Goebells could rant and rave til the day after dooms-
day anent the "Jewish race", and little harm would be done. If the
nJewish race" were some loathsome dragon, literally hovering over the
world, Herr Geebells could order Herr Himmler to take his vorpal
sword in hand and snicker-snack at it a couple times til it was satis-
fyingly dead, and everyone would be happy. No one wants a repulsive
dragon hovering over their roof anyway. But alas, there is no conven-
icnt Jabberwock to go around snicker-snacking at, so Herr Himmler is
deprived of the glory of this romantic battle. Instcad, when Paul
Bocbclls brays into his mikc about thc cvils of the "Jcwish racc",
Hans reacts by chumcking a brick through Isaac's window. The brick
damages the forehead of Isaac in such a way as to cause that unf or tuna
one's demise. And Fritz splatters the term, "Juden" with white paint
on the remains of the window. Frederick reports that Abe's grandmothe
was known as a Jewess, soO that Max hustles Abe away to a concentratio
camp, wheme the "damned fool" is shot by Karl, "while trying to
escape.”

That is our problem. Our subjects are Isaac, Abe, and Joe. The
races arc little more than myths.

Most of our concepts on "race" come from ccrtain of the theories
whieh have becn handcd out to many school childrcn as "God's grcon
Truth”. Tho majority of our school texts in usc arc writtcen by mon
who havec an awful lot of thcorics, about almost anything you might
want to have a theory about. That is all well and good. The trouble
comes when they write their theories into the text as irrefutable fact
for the schoolchild@ren to mechanically devour. Thus each writer
presents his own hypotheses as if they were fixed laws of nature.

They bamboozle the students into acceptance by an adroit use of big

words with little meaning. Not that they agree with one another too
often, cven on most minor matters, but few of the pupils are sharp
cnough to discover that, and only a fcw move from school to school

so as to change texts oftcn.
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Writers of this sort, for cxamplc, instill in Amcrican youth
the firm conccption of thce Amcrican Rcevolution as a chivalrous up-
rising of a sturdy and united people in the cause of freedom. How
little they tell. They dishonor our history by covering it with
lace panties. They have not much to say about the Tories, well fed,
while the ragced armies starved. They omit accounts of how of ten
this group nearly succeeded in turning the tide of war. Nor do they
often mention the wholesale desertions, and the spineless poerfidy of
the well-fattened Continental Congress. And all too oftcn, they
complctcly forget to mention Tom Paine, whosc pcen bccame the soul of
the Revolution, when othezs had all but given up the strugegle.

Thesc samc men who perverted our history texts give us most of
our theories of racial inequalities, on which the present attitude
of a large majority of whites is based. The same sort of "scientists"
that tell of Washington's cherry tree episode tell us that Negroes
are inferior because of a highly dolichocepljalic index {roundhead, to
you) and that Nordics are superior because they are also dolichocepha-
lic. Theroips of this sort have been acceptced with opcn arms by staid
landowncrs, proud mcmbars of thc uppah clawscs, as well as not too few
Churchmen of the type that Christ, in his day, donounced bitterly as
the foulest sort of hypocrites.

Words are symbols. To have any real meaning, a word must have
some referent, some tangible thing, or demonstrable occurance to which
it refers. Abstractions are usually meaningless terms which refer to
untranshutable idcas, terms which, however, have becn so pedanticall}
and authoritatively used by philosophers, thcologians, and cven somc
scientists, that they have gradually become personified.

The term, "The Negro race", is such an abstraction. As a term,
it has little real memning.. To what does it refer? At best to a
hypothetical congregation of several millions of people found in all
parts of the earth, together with fractional proportions of the
bloodstreams of several millions of other individuals. Suppose that
you could put all these millions in one pilc, together with the
disscetcd parts of the half-breeds and smche Would you even then
have a collection of objects that could properly be referred to as
"The Negro race"? No. 1In one corner of this immaginary pile of
humanity, you would have a large group with the common physical featu.
which are supposedly the basis of classification of the Negro race,
but they would be considered members of anothcr race. And down in
the middle of the pilc would bc scveral other large groups that do
not possess these features, but are still classed as Negroes. There
would be a large percent of individuals in the pile, whose ancestry
was more white than black. Throughout the entire group, you have not
one single feature common to all those to be included, unless perhaps
it be that all arc constructed of protoplasm, 1in a gcneral design
of bones and vital organs that marks them as members of the gons,
homec sapicns. They do average a genppal group of fcaturcs which
imprefectly distinguish them from other men. The differcences within
thc group arc far morc astounding, and morc commom than the diffcercne
botween them and members of othcr groups.

Thus we have that hazy concept which is called the Negro race -
a large group of individuals, with not one damned thing in common.

It is impractical for individuals to be judged on a racial basis
until the science of ethnology has gone far beyond its present nebulot
state. Races must be more rigidly defined before individuals can be
specifically classified according to the general racial standards.

Many men have investigated racial diffcrences, and so far, their
findings totla up to little more than a vast confusion. Not one of
tha theoretical determinine factors for a theorv of racial superiorit:



has teen established.

The race in aecendency has usually had its own theorists who
have presented their reasons for believing their own race 'superior.
This goes on until one of those other races tosses off the oppressor
and assumes the leading role.

To go back to a few leading theorists: Aristotle “proved"
that northern Europeans were inferior in mental and organizational
capacity. According to Vitruvius, the Northern atmosphere produced
sluggishness, while the more temperate Mediteranean climate was
conducive to a vigorous race. Ibn Khaldun claimed that by reason
of geographical location, the Arabians were superior. Bodin demon-
strated that astrological influence favored the superiority of the
French. Sepulvida and Quecvedo advanced the theory that the American
Indian was sub-humane.

Most 6f the modern theories stem from Gobineau and his followers
He designated a certain character and temperament to aach race, and
each major subdivision, naturally holding the white race (of which
he was a member) to be superior to the others. Subdividing, he
claimed the Aryans to be superior, and from that group, the Teu-
tons were supreme, being the most "pure" race. He defined these
terms rather hazily, and completely ignored the fact that the term,
Aryan, refered to a linguistic group, rather than to a race. And
he offered little factual evidence for his assumption of the exis-
tence of a "pure" Teutonic race.

Chamberlain, advancing on this base, claimed that all of the
great men in history had really been Aryans, no matter what land
they happened to have been born in. (Vviz., Speer's reference to
the idea that he couldn't see how Omar Khayam could have come of
such a degeneratc racc, but must rather have been of Aryan blood.)

Ludwig Woltmann went even farther, and claimed that all the
great of all ages had really been of pure German blood, and he
offered as proof the amazing theory that even their names were
corruptions of the German. (So da Vinci was really Wincke, Bruno
was Braun, etc.)

Then a leading Harvard ethnologist claimed that the Nordics
Wwere now in the process of expiring as the dominant race.

Sergi claimcd that the Mediteraneans wore really the dominant
race, and offered a grecat body of proof to support his claim, whilc
anothor came forth with thce idca that certain gcographical locations
cexerted a stimulating influecncc over whicherer racc happcned to be
inhabitang them at any givon time, thus making that raec, for thc
timc, dominant.

The Jows arc almost always taken down the linc by thesc "scicn-
tists", and although almost all of them must admit that many Jcws
arc not rcadily distinguishablc, thcy attcmpt to carry thcir point
with such thoorics as thc sagc assumption that a German child will
oftcn begin to cry when a Jew cnters the room. (sicd) Such;ration-
alisms are well known to us in thc usual sort of appologctics for
Anti-Negro prcjudice.

As I have already mcntioned, the ccphalic indcx has been uscd
as onc of the determining factors in classification of racos. First
onc claimed that superior races were long headed - dolichocephalic.
He claimed that the Nordics were long heads. Then another investi-
gator "proved" that whites were superior to Negroes because, accor-
ding to his figures, the whites were round heads, and the Negroes
were long. And the music went round and round. Another claimed
that most of the estimatcs far thc Wordics, hcad size as wecll as
hight, wecre bascd on oxtreme types, rather than the mcan averagc.
Thc usual procccdurc by which most of thc authoritics found thcir
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figures od the cephalic index was to measurs anywhere from a dozen
to a hundred heads in Paris, for instance, and decide that if the
balance was one or two percent in favor of long-headedness, then the
entire Alpine or Mediteranean stock (depending on which one that
particular investigator classed Paris in) was dolichocephalic.

It has been demonstrated that the head shape does not accurately
follow the Mendalian law, so that it may often be supposed to be
to intra uterine conditions, such as the size of the Mother's pelvis,
or to methods of carrying the child during infancy, which often
affect the shape of the head.

The confusion continued, as others used completely diffcrent
standards for their classification, and consequently classified the
human racc in astoundingly novel manners. One of them "proved" that
only a "purc" stock can be vigorous, but another invostigator
pointed to the majority of thc great civilizations that confound
this ridiculous assumption. .

Eckenrode went to grecat lengths to show that tho Amcrican Civil
War was thc last offort of the puro Nordics to rcdccm Amcrica from thc
non-nordic (damnyankee) elements. The decline of America would be
swift and sure if the Nordic South were defeated. (My, how we have
declined!)

And so on, ad nauseum.

Recently, anthropologists have buckled down to much more
scientific methods, coupled with a more scientific attitude. So
far their investigations have revealed nothing more than that therec
is little basis for an assumption of absolute racial differences -
cultural differences, yes - but racial differonccs are s$till in the
undefined or unproven stato.

Physical diffc.rcncos of a gencral naturc arc rcadily distinguish-
ablc, al though not so rcadily classifyablc. For instancc, the
human racc may bc divided rathcr casily into black whitc, and othcrs
{(brown, rcd, and ycllow.) Cocrtain cxecptions arc to be cxpceted.

But it must be realized that these divieions are far from clear-cut.
Nor do they run at all parallel to the divisions made on the basis of
other characteristics. It should be remembered that although it is
one of the most obvious features, skin pigmentation is really one

of the most minor human variations.

For the most part, psychological differences have been traced
to culture rather than to race. Rigid differences in mantal level
on a racial basis have not been established.,

A few years ago, an extensive investigation was taken of severa:
thousand Negro schoolchildren who had emigrated from the South to
large Northern metropolitan centers. It was found that their average
I.Q. had raised from a sub-normal level to approximately just under
the white average. (This shows the I.%. to be far more dependent
upon conditioning factors than some of its supporters will admit.)
That, and other studies showed that the morc tha cnvironmcnt is
cqualizod, thc less mental variation therc is. (It must also be .
remembered that first and second generation immigrants from Southern
Europe are below the norm on the average, but their standard approaci
the norm as the number of generations which separate them from Europe
increase.)

Need I mention that the average ammount spent per anum per child
on education in the United States is $99, whereas the figure for
southern Négroes is a scant $12.57? Perhaps this means that we
should only expect the Negmoes to show about tiielve per-cent of the
white average intelligence? Or does it mean that we feel the Negroes
can learn as much as the whites for one-eighth the expence? Negro
illiteracy has decreased from 95% in 1865 to only 15% today. Most



of them have been avidly thirsty for education, and they have had
to strugsle for what little they could get, while their brothers
have had it forced upon them.

Jack Speer referred to Negro office workers lacking a knowledge
of their ABC's. This is not so uncommon among winite office workers
aa he might suppose. Besides Speer - I presume these workers you
spoke of were civil service workers - hadn't they at least managed
to pass the civil service exams? Those aremn't too lax.

He also claimed that two or three exceptions did not disprove the
general rule. Perhaps two or thiree woule not make a diffcronce, but
out of the thirteen million Negrocs in America, only a fcw ycars out
of slavecry, and still held back by a prejudicc which forccs most of
them to rcmain in abjcct poverty, therc have riscn large numbers of
grcat men and women. Not two or thrce, but hundreds, have excelled
in every field of endeavor, showing themselves the equal of whites.
Men and women, who, because of color were not allowed in any "decent"
hotel, have carved out a place in the best society. Men who were by
custom assigned to positions no higher than that of janitor have forced
their way into the upper strata of American busincss and politics. 1In
the field of sports, they have taken a surprising number of top
honors. Considercd subslcvel mentally and culturally, they have
achicved top ranking in art, litcraturc, drama, music, ctc.

Rcad THIRTZIN AGAINST THZ ODDS, MEET THE NEGRO, TWELVE AMERICAN
NEGROES, NO DAY OF THIUMPH, or thc NEGRO IN OUR HISTORY if you fccl
that these statements are unsubstantiated.

In bringing up the question of intermarriage, Speer raises a
silly bugaboo. It is a well-known fact that an enormous percentage
of "white blood" has been inbred -into the Negroes in America. I wonde:
where it could have come from? Perhaps, as Jack almost seems to
think, various idealistic persons made up their minds to hold their
noses and close their eyes long enough to cohabit with some Negrecss
so as to improve racial relations. I don't supposc therc could
possibly havec been any such influcnce as rcal scxual stimulation
involvcd.

It is cstimatcd that only about five pecrccnt of the Ncgro Amcer-
icans arc "purc black."™ ‘It scems that all of thc physical rcpulison
that somc pcoplec sececm to cxpcriomncc in the prcecscncc of a Negro could-
n't precvent many thousands of whitc men from doing that which was
nccessary to makc an unaccountablc number of Ncgro women have illi-
gitimatc childrcen, halff whitc. Of coursc, 1in Slavec days, 1t was
profitablc for an owncr to sow his sced widely. Yes, it sccms that
a8 lot of white men have overcome their loathing of black flesh long
enough to do what had to be done the "cement racial understanding."

Few men readily cohabit with one who repells them as greatly as
many whites say that Negroes do. And then again, perhaps they may
sometimes let it slip their minds, if they don't set themselves to
it.

The fallacyof the distinctively repulsive odors is silly. No
odor is natumzally rcpulsive. That is entirely a matter of psycholog-
ical conditioning.

Blood tests show no diffcrenccs in the blood strcams. Negro
donors arc as good as any to givc blood to save white soldicrs, and
‘wisa vcrsa.

Another point along the samc linc. If Ncgroes are considered
unclean, or something, why is it that they are most frequently found
i the most intimate services as cooks, maids, nurses, etc.? They
can be our personal attendants, prepare our food, raise our children
(breastwork included), etc., but they are conéidered too clean for
social contact! Indeed a paradax!
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Further, anthpopologists have shown that miscegBnation, Or race
mixture, does not have any of the harmful effects that some peopie
ascrive to it. In the book, RACEZ DIFFIRENCES, Dr. Klinebzsrg devotes
a special chiapter to this particular problem. It becomes evident from
his study that the cross brecding of races has no proven advantages
or disadvantages. There are numerous instances of petty raccs becom-
ing ercat after inbreeding, as wcll as instances of grcat races degen-
crating. In the words of Dr. Klineberg, "The results of race crossing
would appear to depend cntirely upon the nature of the particular
individuals who arc concecrncd, and the social adaptability of the
hybrids."” :

Onc¢ thing that bothers me. Jack says the North-West is supreme
in Washington, although thc city is prcdominantly a Southcrn city.
Then why, might I ask has this oppressive Congress not yet buen ablc
(undor thc supposcd dictates of the Northwestcrners) to pass anti-
lynch and anti-poll tax laws? Thc South itsclf, forms a minority in
this nation, but their influcnce is unduly largor than their numbers.

Onc of thc most common rcmarks hecard in rolation to the Negro's
problems is that "Niggers are all right, in their place." I still
want to know, just what is their place, who assigned it to them,
and on what authority? And further, who is going to keep them there?

Speer jumps in fright at the old altruism of all men being createc
equals Of course, genetics has tossed that concept aside., But the
point to remember is this: unless the judgement is to be made on a
strict basis of individual capacity, etc., we must uphold the ideal
of equal rights and priviledges. Jack infers that we must build.a
chlture of intellicent beings, and that this would leave the Negro
out. I think it would leave a rather large percentage of whites out
also, if I may be pardoned for saying so. And it would quite difinit-
ely include, without prejudice, a very large group of Negroes. Jack
does what most prejudiced persons do along this line. He holds up as
exemplary, the lowest type of uncultured Negro next to the highest
type of white, and says, "S8ee how much better the whites are®?"

Another thing - there is a widespread idea that Negroes are
inherently musically inclined. This stems from the fact that Negroes
nave filled such a predominant place in American music. However,
musical aptitude tests have shown no appreciable difference between
the average Negro and the average white. The reason for the vast show
of Negro music is that music has been the Negroe's chief emotional
and artistic outlet. During the days of slavery, and to a lesser
degree, even now, education of Negroes was rigidly forgidden,
Painting of course, would never have becen allowed, as it would have
kept the Negro from his work. Music alone was condoned. "A singing
Negro is a happy Negro." And the singing paid financial dividends
to the owner, 1in the form of more and smoother work accomplished.

One night in a cafe, I discovered a precious ally for Mr. Speer.
The lady sitting next to me opened a conversation, and strangely, it
soon turned to the racial gquestion. With an air of authority, she
explained to me that she had studied deeply enough to know the why's
and wherefores, and proceeded to inform me that the Negroes were the
soulless remnants of a decadent race that had ruled the earth in
former days. Logically, she predicted their rapid extinction. 1
began to protest, but soon saw that her arguements were so thoroughly
dogmatic that neither science, history, statistics, nor examples
could sway her. She brushed all arguement aside, basing everything
on inner revelations of astrological nature. That knowledge super-
ceeded all material learning. Then, she pointed to that general
section of her anatomy which scientists tell us iB occupied by the
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and othier purely material organs, and wWith knowing glance, informed
me that the true seat of all wisdom was there. The intellec¢t of the
head was only superficial. Someday, she warned me, shaking her
lank finger at my unbelieving proboscus, I, in my old age would
remember her words. DBe that as it may, she at least revealed one
thing to me - that is, the place from whense Speer's arguement in
this matter stems. Reason, logic, proof are not likely to have much
effect. Perhaps we should seriously investigate new mwthods of
converting people whose ideas are based only on prejudice. Perhaps
the semanticists may eventually offer us something along this line.
As for me, I can only use my head, such as it is, and until
some as yet unknown spiritual organ below my midriff informs dae
that Negroes are inferior, I must look to the type of evidence my
head can judge.

America has a great problem ahead of itself, and not the least
part of it is the hight wall of prejudice. It is to be hoped that
the government will undertake a vast educational program to awaken
Americans to the facts in this case, 1in order to' help ease the
tension of prejudice. Various agencies have been carrying the burden
of this work for some time, but their power is insuffieient.

A gradual, but firm, policy leading toward equality of priviledge
must be instituted, so that unfair laws may be reversed, discrimin-
atory hiring and promoting practices in private business may be elim-
inated, and equal educational opportunity may be afforded. And then
we will see a race rise rapidly to a place of equality. And the
white race shall rise wi th them.

Americans, one and all, must revise their opinions, so that
when we look at another man, we shall see in him just that - a man.

it it
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I was born in Texas, that place where the South meets
the West. Galveston, my home town, was a part of the South, with
many of the features of New Orleans and Miami, combined on a smaller
scale.

My mother's family was Southern ~ po white trash. My fakher's
family was middle class, mainly farmers, with a few professionals.
During my early childhood, I made many trips to their home town, in
Pennsylvania.

The one Negro family in town were considered as equals. I
remember that for awhile, I sat opposite to one of the girls in this
family in school. I suppose I was too young to realize the horror
of my condition, for I don't remember that I was attacked by any
fits of nausea or vomiting. I don't even remember having had my
moral sense shocked - and I did have a whopper of a moral sense in
my younger days. The girl was one of the better students in class.,

After I returned to Galveston, at the age of eight, we moved
into a house next to which was a shack where an impoverished Negro
family lived. I after the natural manner of children, having not
yet been informed that "I was any better than a Nigger", accepted
the two Negro children as welcome playmates. This eventually brought
the censure of my father, who was a Northerner by birth, but not by
sympathy. He informed me that therc were all sorts of reasons why
I should not play with "those Nigger kids." But I, having already
come to take religion quitc seriously, answcred him from the stand-



point of onc¢ who believed that Christ rcally mcant for his teachings
to bc practiced. My father didn't grasp my logic, but thc argucmcent
cam¢ to a dcadlock, and I continucd playing with thc Negero children
until we¢ moved to Houston. During thc thrcec ycars vic spent therc,
Ncgrocs werc mere}y the inhabitants of the other sidce of the tracks,
about six blocks awvay. My only contact with thcm at this timec was

on thc¢ public bus, which passcd through Niggcertown on its way -
bctween our ncighborhood and thco downtown district.

When we returned to Galveston, I was thirteen years of age. e
stayed there until the family separated, my sister and I following
my father %o San Francisco. ;

During this time, I often had contact with Negroes. I remember
several instances of having defied Jim Crowism on the bublic street
cars and busses. According to the letter of the law, the last scat
in the bus or car, and occasionally thc last two secats, if the
Ncgro passcngers on that linc outnumbcercd the whitc, was rcscrved
for whites. They were not allowed to occupy any seats outside the
reserved section, even if many white seats whre empty and there
were several Negroes standing. However, many whites took an especial
delight in occupying the last seat so that the Negroes would have to
stand. Technically, this was against the law, but so was whisky a
few years back - remember? I incited the wrath of several Southern
"gentlemen" when some of us had sat on the back seat, and I would
get up to let a Negro lady sit down. (Incidentally, one can come
close to being mobbed mcrely for using thc terms, "Ncgro Lady, or
Gontlcman.") It would have been unthinkablc for any of them to have
remained seated if the lady sat down beside them. I transgressed on
this latter point quite often also. It is almost amusing to look
back on the memory of pompous business men scrambling like school-
children to keep an old woman from sitting down beside them - at
least it would be funny if it were not so tragic. The victim's
discomfiture in such a case is rather considerablc.

After graduating from highschool, I had planned to cnter Collegc
to study for thc ministry, so passing up scveral opportuniticecs for
good jobs, and took a job with the Western Union as a messenger for ti
summer vacdation. I kept putting Collegce off, and remaineé a messenge
for a full year. TFinally I abandoned hope of going to college, and
from a Fundamentalist Presbyterian, I bacame Pacifist, and a Modern-
ist, and eventually, an atheist.

It was with the Western Union that I had much close contact
with all sorts of Negroes in Galveston. There was a Negro elevator
operator with whom I became well acquainted, who was the best artist
I have known personally. Among other things, he had donc a portrait
of Gcorge Washington Carver which hangs in thc rotunda at Tuskeegee.
Naturally the hand of discrimination lay heavily on him. Another
elevator operator in the same building had seen considerable service
in France with the AEF during the last war. He was more of an
intellectual that many people one meets in the South. I became
acquainted with the fact that there were many Negro busincess men and
profcssionals attempting to carvc out a place for themsclves in
socicty. I know that thc cards wecrc stackced against thceme Up until
the time of the war, Galveston had a world famous Red Light Reser-
vation. Negro houses were not lacking. As a messenger, I had
ample opportunity for observation, despite my Fundamentalist prej-
udices. I could see much of all classes of Negroes with their pro-
tective barriers down. Among the poor, it is taken for grantcd that
a telegram can mcan only one thing - death. Many of thcm would become
frightcned if a passing tclcgramh mcesscnger cven looked in the dirce-
tion of thcir housc.



Wihcn wc moved to San Francisco, I was gladdened by the general
practice of fairness there - at least more so than in Texas. Iven
there, there was some segregation, but no so extensive. In theatre
many resturants, and on the street cars, as well as in the schools
and some churches, there was no discrimination. Apartment houses,
as well as residential sections, and some churches and resturants,
observed the color linc.

Los Angclcs borc littlc roscmblancc to the metropolis of
Northern California. The city isself was less congested, although
larger, was less cosmopolitan. Los Angeles had felt the effect of
the zoot-suit scares, flamed to extreme proportions by the organs
of Hearst and by the even more rsactionary L.A. Times. Thesec
papers also warned of the dangers of furthcer infiltration of Negroes.
Although I have no figures at hand, I believe L.A. has a much
larger proportion of Negroes, liexicans, Oakies, Arkies, and Texans,
while San Francisco has more Chinese and first and second generation
immigrants from other countries, especially southern Europe.

Aside from individual contacts recently, I almost found myself
in the midst of what might have developed into a crisis here. After
the Philadclphia transportation incident, onc of the Strcet car
companics hcrc found it ncccssary to cmploy Negroes. I work for
thc rival company, and fccling ran high among thc conductors, a
largc numbcr of whom had rccently come to California from the South,
lcst Ncgrocs be omployed by our company on eqaul tcrms with whites.
llany of the men threatened to make trouble, and I believe some of
them were hotheaded enough to do it. At anyrate, our company was
not bad¥y in need of manpower, so so far it has fesulted in nothing
more than several spirited bull sessions.

Thus, when Speer appeared with his half of BLACK AND VHITZ, I
was stirred considerably. My objection was, I must admit, based
slmost as much on bias as was his, backed naturally by experience
and ethical considerations. I had read UNCLE TOM'S CAEIN secveral
years since, and had comc accross various ncwspapcr items, and
magazinc articles. Other than that, I rcalizcd that Jack and I
approached thce problom in about the samc way, but from opposite
sidcs.

So beforc starting the preccecding articlc, I dctermined to
do a little investigatibn. I didn't drcam that it would lcad mc to
rcad over a dozcn books, and scveral dozcen magazinc articles. 1
startcd with thc book, RACE DIFFZRENCES, and beforc long I bogan
to wondcr if my interest in the subject would suffice to® make me
finish this one book, which was rather tedious, except for certain
sections. But as I bagan to borrow and buy other books, I soon
found myself in for some really thrilling reading.

I won't even attempt to revikew the many magazine articles that
I have read in recent months in realtion to this problem, but I
can recommend certain publications whose policies are quite liberal
along this line - New York's P.M., THE NEW REPUBLIC, CORONET, THE
MAGAZINE DIGEST, TOMORROW, READER'S SCOPE. THE NEGRO DIGEST, and
even the usually conservative COLLIER'S. (Incidentally, for general
purposes, 1 would like to recommend the two magazines underlines.

I have previously recommended TOMORROW. P.M. and CORONET need no
introduction, although, on second thought, if you can get hold of
it P.M. might be a welcome relief from the average newspaper. )

I heartily suggest that you sample a few of the books revicwed
in thcsc pages. You don't have to be immersed in a chivalrous
desire to save the Niggers to cnjoy thcem. They arc books that
parallel other stories of struggles for freedom.
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Here's for my comments on the June FAPA mailing. I shall not
follow the practice of commenting on everything in the mailing. I
shall even neglect to mention some of the things which interested
me at the time I first read them. Instead, I shall just comment
on those things which inepire me at this moment of writing, leaving
other comments to abler hands than mine. -i= . BT S

ELMURMURINGS Elmer, might I suggest
Basic Chinese might sound just as unpoetic as Basic English? Do

you think it would be a great loss if the Engliish language changed
certain terms which aren't like to be used by the average person
more than & time or two in several thousand spoken words? You

say "eye water" sounds awkward. Perhaps something like "hang foo
hung" would sound more rhythmic to your ears? We have acclimatized
ourselves to the idea of the fundamental correctness of such a word
symbol as blood, for instance, 8o that we feel it would be a major
tragedy if we had to change to another term. Fortunately, blood
remains with us under the Basic English system, and we lose the use
of "eweat and tears". These less common terms are cut from the
vocapbulary, and must be described in a somewhat more cumbersome,
however, more picturesdque, manner. I ssce no great objection here.

Sleep well, 1little Pat. Perhaps in some unknown eastern grave
l1ies the one who said, "Allow the little children to come umto me."
Hé would not have rejected you. Perhaps those great churchmen who
deified his death and rejected his life may rest less easily in
their splendid vaults. Perhaps their silver-lipped maznan imous
blessings shall have a hollower ring. Far better that an honest
tear should fall in the clean snow over your grave that that you
should receive a leprous benediction from one of their whitewashed
mouths. One of their great poets once¢ commended your unregenerate
aoul to the "least warm seat in Hell." Generaus of him, to Dbe sure.
Perhaps it was well that you died, child. You may have Ligred, .
pheyically dwarfed, mentally warped, socially condemaed. Perhaps
your death may have rescued you from the living grave they have
prepared. But then again, you might have lived to throw their
curses hack in their teceth, just as did he whome name they now bear.
You may have lived to strip off their white masks, and like him to
be crucified by them, only to have your name printed on the masks
of their grandsons.

On another tack ~ - If the man we know as Jesus
ever did live, ©Dpe sure that he had little in common with most of
those who claim to be his followers. He cordially denounced the high
churchmen and theologians of his day, as well as the petty hair-
splitting fundamentalists. He did have somcthing in comuwon with the
pastoérs of many small country flocks, or with a few who preach a
uessage of hope from city pulpits.

Jesus was a little man - one of
little men who stand out square in the middle of the stream of history
and change the tide. He was by no means rationalistic. His reaction
to lafe was largely emotional. He was the fanatic reformer type,
seeing the sufferings of those close to him, he looked out on the
world far a cauae. He lived with the poor, and in his eyes, the rici
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were tlLieves and gluttons. He lived with the ruled, and defied the
rulers. He knew the simple, and scorned the educated.

_ As a historical
character, ne can be understood only if we rcalize that, if he lived
at all, he was as human as any of us, ©out in a culture very much
unlike our own. His actions, and his teachings were moulded by that
culture, while the account we have of them has been distorted by thos:
who have carried the account. It is rather obvious that Jesus, and
therefore his teachings, was extremely afiected Dy neurotic
tendeneisa. '

Back to little Pat. The story was one of those tear-
jerkers that always make for effective propaganda. It really wade
jittle Gifference to the corpse whether it was burricd or not, - much
less whether the grave were blessed by some professional blesser.

The church damned itsslf more in the rejeotion of the simple relatives
and friends, who had faith in the church's doctrines and reQuircments,
even if they didn't walk the chalk linc as to morals. The Church
should wecall Jesus' acceptance of the woman taken in .adultery.

A TALE OF THE EVANS : I
enjoyed the article on Co-ops. They geek to deal practically with
an immsdiate nead, rather than laying perfeationist plans for some
dim-and-distant Utopia, and pgesenting sodiety with a take-it-or-
leave-it ultimatum. And they're proven workable.

INVESTIGATION IN NEWCASTLE : Excellent! Perhaps
This should rate together with Yerke's report as one of the only two
commendable publications that dealt with Claude's activities.

ARCADIA : FOUT?!
Honig is another one of those unfortunate things that shouldn't have
happencd to fandom, at least not for another few yoars. But then,

I don't think Harry will tarry around for long, and that's probably
all the better for his own development. I think the kid has something
in him all right, that will take just a few years to bring out.

TAKE OFF . ; . Pass
me a bushel of anaoin, pleage. liove over, Claude. For unadul terated
frothings at the mouth, the Wthing" by lary Heles Washington called
PEOPLE HAVE DIFFERENT OPINIONS ABOUT HELL tikes the cake. In fact,
I'm willing to award it the whole gawdoun bakery! Oh, well, it

takee all kinds to make a world - - and I'll be damned if we don't
have them all in and about fandom!

BROWSING Your comments on religion were inter
esting, what there was of them. You apparently ‘go decper on this
supbject than most. Why not a Bit of more extensive comment? I don't
care much for the clooecter's hash, as I no longer have a great
interest in stf, fan, or fantasy collecting. In other words, my
pack-rat days are more or less OVeEr, '

PHANTAGRAPH &

THE NEW HIEROGLYPH - Both enjoyable, altho I still domn
gee the purpose in half a dozen miniatures instead of one meaty mag.
SONGS AT MIDNIGHT superb. ,

8TAR STUNG Beautifully done. - I think this should 1ift
Ebey to a rating as onc of the top five fan pocts - - how high in
that five he would rate, I don't know. I like THE AWAKENED; CHAOS;




WIND SPRITES, TERRDRDPS FOR SYLVIA (Ihad not liked this at first),l5
RIME, INVICTUS, WONDER QUESTION, THE DARK ROOM, NOVEMBER MORN, VALENT=
INE, NIGHT DREAMS, RUINS IN AVALON, and FALSETTO - - - but then,
that's almost all of them.

THE WORKS Double, bouble, royal chuckle. Enjoyable as
any Fapazine I've read. And I agree wholeheartedly with the dispar-
aging remarks anent the NFFF. Nuff said.

MEMOIRS OF A SUPERFLUQUS FAN I weep and I woe. There is
no chance that this will be continued. Again I weep. Had this been
finished, it would have easily been one of the few fan items of
permanent value.

ECCENTRIC's ORBIT The separate one, I mean. . « Didn't Mike say
something about Western music, or rather the extreme dislike for it
prevalent in fandom? Personally, I like the stuff - but then I'm

of a rather uncritical turn of mind, and usually like almost anything

INSPIRATION A minor matter, but the term "proletariat" is a collec
term, and therefore rather out of placs as you used it.

The reason for
objecting to anti-Jap propaganda is that it is likely to backfire too
much during the Post War rsconstruction period. Howecver, a certain
ammount of it is necessary now, since it ssems that, for the present
&t least, most people decd artificial dopes or stimulators to motivat
them. After the war, it is likely to bring out too much race hate,
cause too many of the punitive measures that interfered with the last
peace, and such furthsr difficulties as further race riots on the
West Coast. What with the gentle proddings of Hearst et al, these
have not bcen so infrequernt in the past as some might think.

: Wery good

issue, on the whobe.

BLITHERINGS Begging your pardon, but Forry's system of sym-
plified spelling is consistent - even codified, I bdlisve. Yours is
merely confusing. And thank you for the good intentions, but I alre:
rcad too slowly.

The DIALOGUE by Sax was excellent in parts. The begirn
ing, however, ceemed rather awkward to me, and the whole seemed
incomplete. THE CAVES was good except Por the inconsistent rhythm.

BANSHZE Agreec with Tom Daniel in re cynicism of fen.

FAN DANGO Beg pardon,
Fran, Dbut the only Bible burning in the LASFS was porpetrated by the
same two persoms, who along with Daugherty, objected so heartily to
my mentioning of it in FAN FOUT. Ackerman didn't do the burning (he
just tore them up.) And it was the two Knanvses who were the first to
resign from the club because of Ackerman's childishness.

Your recanting
on the use of the word "fen" is every bit as silly as Bruce's pedantic
protest against this "corruption of the sacred (sic) English tongue."
Since when has it been a crime to ctin a word? The protest was com-
pletely illogical. Nor do I feel that the semanticisiis to whom Bruce
referrs wouléd have backed his aggument.

AGENBITZ OF INWIT Comments on Democracy, stc,
good, altho a bit hazy in spots. HORROR OUT OF LOVECRAFT was absolut
topp§! A telling parody and masterful satire. (Puff out your chest,
Daw.
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HORIZCNS Fooey on your movie opinions! Me - I like 'em... . The
comments on Education were good. I hope this sees more discussi on,
as it is indisputably one of our greatest problems. I agree with
you on most cf the ideas you forwearded.

FAN TODS At its present so-called level,
our society boasts of a high civilization, and an intricate cluture.
We secldom realize how little the average man has risen from a statc of
barbarism. His dress and possessions are more refined, and more intrit-
cate, his social customs more. taxing on his mind, his store of half-
known facts much widez - - - and so we assume him to be civilized.

How so? He possesses an auto, a radio, electriec lighting, water and
sanitary connections, a stove, refrigerator, and a telephone. On the
basis of these possessions, he assumes his personal culture. And the
damned fools usually know next to nothing abbut the operation of thesd
highly prized articles. The savage is often better acquainted with the
use and care of his slmpler tools. Modern man's gocial customs are
seldom anything to his credit. Handed down to him, they are little
more complex than the customs of many more primitive societies, and oft
less rational. As for his store of facts, there is little to brag of
hers. After having spent seven to twelve years being stuffed with a
non-~descript mass of data, theory, and prejudice, he comes through it
all having absorbed so little as to be classed on a par with the most
non-efficeéent of machines. . « The attempt to keep up with the advancss
merely results is various psychoneurotic disordsrs for a majority of
those who are¢ sensitive enough to find out what is going on.

You theori:
that man tends to decline to a low state of savagery when he is not
spurred on by antagonizing or uplifiing forces. Then might it not be
possible for the leaders to mould an efficient society which would
allow the average man frecdom to revert to this more natural state? I
mean a civilization where government, social affiairs, commerce, ctc.,
were reduced to a fine point and would require only a minimum of
operation, The¢ idea is, of course, utopian, and is based on the
premise that society, working as a directed umit, could let itself
down by its bootstrapa. '

: It is ouite conceivable that, under the capi-
talist ecomomy, better conditions might be acchbkeved. Howerver, it is
is almost invariably true that most of the steps taken for the benefit
of the workers are in effect partial socialization.

On the whole, I
almost feel that I'm intruding on this discussion. I've probably
gone over the ground you've alrsady covered.
PHANNY ITI #2 Your contention that
"children normally try to do their best at any and all tasks" coupled
with Norm's thesis that the normal state of man is low savagery prompts
me to ask what the norm (no pun intended) is. Normal, like human
nature, is a term oftennused, to damn or praise - but exactly what doe:
it inean?

There are those who think its human nature to want to "get
ahead™, while others sec¢m to think that the only normal condition of
man is a state of complete relazation. (some extremists say only deatt
is normal) This has been bandied about by all manner of pnilosophers -
now we look to the psychologists.

As for the conspiracy to prevent
thinking im the schools, it could hardly be termed a conspiracy -
altho the term would not be too far off. For one thing, only a few
of the teachers are brave enough to encourage their pupils to think -
that would mean a bargge of baffling questions, which the teacher all
often doesn't even want to consider., The average teacher fecls she
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cannot maintain her sense of dignity if the pupils ask too many
guestions she can't answer. Stripped of this authority, she could
not hold her position as head of the class. . . For the benefit of
these teachers, the school must maintain a curriculum - a program to
put a certain number of pupils thru a certain number of courses, in
a certain lenght of time. @Bach teacher has a fairly rigid program to
follow. If she gots behidd, she knows it means hard wark catching w
Therefors, she cannot allow disturbing elements. . . In any course
she teaches, she had probably had other classes in the same course,
so that her methods have become fairly mechanical.

The text book is anc
factor - written usually by writers who couldn't even turn out a
passable diamond dick, these books are boring, inefiicient, bigoted,
and inacurate. Any good ones abong them are usually banned by some
pressure group which opposes some frank bit of honesty in them. The i
are seldom worthwhile as reading guides, having benn intended purely
as mass-production rule books. Few manage to strike any happy medium
between over-terseness and redundancy.

Then there are always the oppres
ive hands of the Churches, the American Legion, the D.A.K., R.0.T.C.
in many shcools, Chambers of Commerce, etc., warning any liberal teac!
to be careful of what she says - after all they can have her fired =
and often do.

The poetry was excellent.

And to one and all - I appologize for getting these comments in so
very late.

25 L IGIOUS

My adoration of the skies
And of the earth btlow
I cannot very well express
When into Church I go.

The moon and stars have loveliness
Man's works connot surpass.
Temples of men have floors cf tile
Less beautiful than grass.

My choir is oi untutored birds;
My altar is the sky.

I worship best out on the hills =
High priest of nature - I.

2
3233323333333 33333303%32333323Z(aw nuts) 33 3
someday, some fan is going to think of something original to put in
one of these left over ppaces at the bottom &f the page. But as for
me, I'll have to disapiont you this time, Dbeaauss I realize quite
fully that this is not in the least original. Maybe I'll think of
something better next time. Maybe. Anyhow, I have about two more
lines to fill. I could leave a white space, like Warner said he coul:
his paper being yellow - but then, I don't know what color paper thi:
- -~ whoa -~ this is as far as I want to go. Goodbye old page. Goodbye.
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Ancthsr 6.olsetable mailing, and this. time, the top houors g2
to Sappho, Sardonyx, The Med Musz, and Walt's Wramblings, in about
that order. Sappho indisputably takes it for bsiung Jjust about tng
most bsautiful thing in this or any Fapa mailing. Sardonyx takes
honors For straight thinking, and plenty of darncd good Tsading
material. The Mad Mus: for comtsnts and format, with a ditto for
Walt's Wrawmblings.

Now having said all that was necessary for ms to say, I shall
proceed to put into practics, tas principles of that marvelous book,
JOW TO MaKT LIEMIZS ANVD ALILNATS PTOPLT.  Goodbye, Dpals.

To begin with FALT.LSY FICTION FITLL PRGSINTS: no comiuients.

JANUS ounds ¢ood senougl, even tunougn I didn't manage to rsad
most of it. Come asain with wor= ink.

BROWSING ;-7 bringe ugp the subject of slaus again. The point is
well put. However, I see no rsason for suca an assvmption, at least
not as regards Amsrifandom. I'll concede that in certain ways, the
avarage fan is superior to the avsrage person; NOWeVsT, it could be
shown that the avsra;z member of any group bassd on soue sort of
mental activity is above tihs norm, mentally. The slam, or futurs-
mind =6 theory of fandom is torn down, in Amsric:z, at lzast, by the
fact tiet only a small minority could be properly termed as progreesiv
ané only a nsgligible few of thsese evser survive th: dreamer stage.

ditto ' 8: I agree with your comments aneut pacifism. Fsel that
ths pacifist movemsnt comprises anotihsr ons of ths forcec aiming at 2
bztter world. Critics should rswenber that most sincere pacifists
are engac=G in a considsrable amuount of d.finitely constructive work
that may or may not reslats to pacifism. HoOw:-ver, like most absolutis
groups, their visw is narrowed, and their forces ratier askew. his
i¢ excusablsz und-r most conditions. Their sfisct at the present time
t-nds to be detrimental Yzcause of their unwillingnecs to admit that
differsnt éonditious rzouirs varyins sorts of action to meset them.

War is svil. True. But thelr reasoning is too objective. They
confuss caus:s ané erfect. War is the result of wore basic evil, and
has a2t the momsnt bsen forezé upson us inescapably by othzr forcss
inherent in our society, Wiich zans, in you and I and the o0la wan
n=xt éoor. . » Sirius -ounds good, but th=n what elsec could ong
cxpzct of Stapledon?

BY AN 470N GIVVY wio s sms ©0 b3 SO wrougnt up by what ne calls
my chaags of miud that e apparsnkly has forgeiten all the talking he
oncs Gid about RWL Dbeing a hack post. H= sven had me believing 1t,
until I read soms of Dac's varss nyssif.

Whils I vouldntt want ©to intimats that you pravaericate, I frankl
don't remember having fallen over backwards in pruise of Chappsr's
verse. I may admit that whils you wers dancing On pink clouds over
it, I didén't have ths hsart o say anything at first, so that you
must have gotisn the imprsssion that I agrz=d with you. . . As for
your dGefsnce of such poests as E.S.Cummings et al, 1 remember receivin
a not: from you on which you claimsd that thec modsern verse was on its
way out, and that thers was a dzfinite swing back vo Eiizabethian
forms. 4T that time vou s:-cued o tiink that the change would be
£ood riddsnce. . . I don’?% ordinarily sst myself wp as a critic of
postry. Thers is just some that I liks and plaiity that ¢2ts by me.

4 goodly portion of the modzrn stnif, I liks; altiough 1 cccasionall
don'i cuite kiow why. . . As for my.own versg -~ most of 1t was written
purely for praciice - somshow, I've asver b.ei able 1o simulate the
sort of trance thai certain posts must, c2t into to conposs such
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etherial twaddle. '

THZ MAD MUSE as X nave already said, is in the top row this tine.
Maybs I like these even better than STAR STUNG, and then again, maybe
1 should read them both over some mors. B st liksd were WTKTWOLF,
SUMMONS ;. ZTCHING, THB POLT AND ¢y FOOL, THS DRTALIER, DRTAM SHAKRTS,
TIT IAD }UST, MOUN, NIGIT MAGIC, LOLQ, LiZVOlL.

o FALTAS? CCMiZNTATOK j#2 lsft such a tast: in my mouth as I suppose
would bz left by

that substance (aptly described by a four-letter
Aiiglo Saxon word) which I coubt Ssarles would name, had he a moutn
full of said substance. . . Many people seem to think the Tnglish
langua.e something sweet and holy, and by no means to bs corrupted.
What would Shakspar say anent your rigid rulec of spelling and grammarsi
The tongue has chan.sd constantly sver since "Whan Adam dalved and

Bve span™ ané carlicr, and tazre 1s n0 reason why we should not
‘promote said chang: into more utilitarian channzls. Trose symplifisd
spelling systems that are really sympliiiled and systematic ars a dafin:
“improvement. Many benefieial changes can be wade.  Howsver, to be
sffective, the sympiification mgst be systematic, and above all,
readily understandable. This excludGes Blithserings, and ©h2 latest
Wydnsr brainstorm. (More on thas elsewhera. )

4s for the thrsat to "scueel” on Fapa, I would bs inclinec to
say to h---~ with you. Psrsonally, howsvsr, 1 enjoy Fapa, and may
bs willing to accept a light yoke, im order to protect it, "bEcause 1
think that some peovls ar: occasionally just big enough a-~-h---s to
carry out such threats. But I wouldn't advise letting ths yoke get
to0o burdensome. . . And I hereby statec that I definitely would nov
oppose any action which might be taken to have you kicked out of
fapa on your a--=. Understand that thi:s show of wrath is due sntirel
tc your displiay of a meddling dictatorial attitude. Whatever opinions
you may have ars well enough, it is oaly waen you attempt to censor
“he Terft of us that I seriously object. And I rsmember that our first
big rwason for wanting to kick Degler out of the LAEFS came when he
made various thr-ats to th:s coutiinued safety of tas club.

I am ouite aware of ths fact that thers ars certain linits placed
on material which is legally mailable, From a pursly ideological
standpoint, X'f20l that thess limits are partially unjust. Howzver,
I realize thet campaigning agelinst unjust laws is a far better m=thod
than wantonly breaking thzm. However, the laws ars a bit wors flsxit
than some fans may immagine. I think that on clossr examination, at
lsast a majority of the particular items in fanzines which havs raissac
objections would be found to be passable. After all, soms of ths
smut magazines do get away with cuits a bit. Cuite a feaw Anglo-Saxon
woras, many smutty jokes, auG most nudes are not illegal.

As to the subject of limiting Fapa discussions -~ I think that
guection was settled long ago.

Another poimt - just off tiue xscord ~ if ceitain blushful wordes
in our vocabulary were good =znough for Chaucer, Shaksspeare, and tae
Bible, as well as ths more modern Writers, such. as Joyce (remember
that tihe Supreme Bourt justified Ulysses), Cabell, Farrell, etc.,
they should bz fairly good snouch for the rast of us to usa without
appology (espzeially when vou considsr thal even meny of ths most
prudish éo usa the words on occasion.)

ditto 5 Perhams 1:isaid.enough o Lie. obher.

SARDOITYL was on: of iz most 1uterssting of all. . . Tne answer
to Yerke's critisism of the tErm “fsn was right on ths beam... .
Comments on Spssr's travslog sst me of £ intc a bit of a mental
reverie, and I couldnft think of arything to say. Aanything that
smzllzd of condolsenc:g would bz ouw of order. It saems ecually hard
for one wio has a full sansz of hearing to immagine a souudless world.
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In Los Angsles, a major part of fan doings have to do with sound (and
fury.) Talk, galors, with a great deal of music thrown in between.
I've somstimes wondered just what function I woulda least like to ao
without - not that We are ever given so preposterous a choics - and

I think ths eyes have it. For it is from the beauty of things seen
and read that I derive the wost acutz pleasurs. Music and convsrsatios
would be a h'savy loss - true. Howsver, 1in music my pleasure comss
mors oiten from rhythm than from the subiletiss of téne. This may bve
becauss ny sense of hearing, while fair enough, is rather dull« t©And
then, ther. are ways of compensating for the loss of conversation.

. . Your comments on the racial cuestion are also oulte noteworthy.

. . All the way through, you seem to bz just about the clsarest
thinker in Fapa. The only trouble, is that when commenting on your
mag, I can only say that I agrese with this, that, and thes other thing.
T:at makss eijoyvable reading on my part, but poor opnortunity for
commnent .

BANSHZT #o in tres partes divisa est:

One of which is excellent,

Another of which is very good,

And the last is passable.

Spence: Spike Jones on “As Time Goes By¥ 1is beyond my widdest
conception. I enjoy what 1've hzard of his slapstick, buv I'm too
much of a sentimentalist to be able to endure hsaring him wreck one
of uy fondaet memories in the line of popular lyrics, and tihe senti-
mental recollactions that go with. But then, wmaybz I woulc ,enjoy
hearing it. . . Raym Wwas interesting taroughout. Sorry I can't think
of anvthing muech to comment on, except that I don't think you need
to worry aboui getting excluded. And I wish you and Fran would kiss
and make up -~ you're botn 6K, so why not just forget that you disagre
on Degler azG a few other things?

il

A ROUZIN", cossn't ¢et any comment.

Ti- NUCLZUS, as always, does. I'm afraid you're over aubitious
Trudy, in your assuaption that fen ars predominantly left-wing, or evsl
livsral. I doubt if a poll would bsar this out. And aside from that,
far too many seven of th: leftists in fandom have a defsatist cutlook.

I think you coulé bett:r appreciate the Spring FALDAITGO s &
rsaction to a pariticularly trying local fan situation, dium which just
ahout evaeryonz concernsd was at fault: Admission of fault comzs slowl
Psopls oftenr: nave Tie id:sa that admititing omm's faults is always a
sign of wsekness. True, 1t can b3 just that, if the admissions are
unbalanczé -~ ovzrlavish - to th: extent of self-castigation. A strong
person can taks mistakes, apologies, ctc., iu his stride. But I guess
I1'm not talking about myself szitaer.

It seems to me that many fapen are running the criticism of Fran
into ths zround. He was haif 1it one night and publishad ons mag that
wWas a bit ribald. But it was a molenill compared to tue moumtain of
protzst that followed. Anc that was almosta year ago. FANDANGO has
bzen honey ané crzile sincece then. Fans got aun exagerated opinion of
him from that one issue, and they have viswed everything he has
written since with jaundicsel sysa.

Hurrav?!! Touche!, stc., ansznt your further comments on the racie
cuestion.

FaPh VARITZTY is the spice of - - only ths ration board sssfs to
have gotten hold of it somewhersz along the line.

W WALTT BOK™T:

. ®

egtce.
stc. .
FAITCDS, owka IFTZ 8 continuss to be in the groove. Dunnc why,
but it is always one of th: last mags I gst around to rsading. Yestsr



ktp, still par sxcellence. . . By the way, just in casc any Fapa
mailing should ha.nen to break up the ogranization, it would not
prevent imuediats reorganization under another name. Of course, I
rsalizesthat much ground would bz lost.

In prs-revolutionary France lay the natural seeds of ths Revolui-
ion. Thus, when they were brought to fruitiom, the culturs out of
which they g¢rew may hardly be said to have ceaszd to exist. It
enterred a diffserent phase., What didé the p-r culture include? Roy-
alists? Thzy are still around today. Radical rzvolutionaries? They
sxisted both befors and after, and their writings and followsres still
survive. Litsrary and artistic acchiazvemsnt? That may herdly b2 said
to have ended with the Revielution. A culture may be defined as a
continuvum involving a longitudinal-~time-group of people or the
inhabitants of a given locality through a long period of time. Except
in psrfsctly isolated groups, the continuum constantly exchanges with
other continua. Thus the Revolution was an outstanding incident and
turning point in the French culture, but may not be understood as
the dividing point between two cultures. . . But then, I'm coming in
lats in this particular discussion,, anéd may be a bit off tack.

I chech you to whatevsr decimal you're supposed to be checksd to
on your comiasnts on tias masses, etc. (commenting on AAGH) Trere are
alwgys those telling examples of a brainy matunematician becoming
just another lost sheep in a crowd in a railway station, or a public
strect conveyaice. An s=ducated woman can bs as much a fool as any
when it comss to arguing about ration points with the grocsry clerk.
Tven diplomats may often make surly customars in a resturant. A top-
notch electrician can be jast anothsr damned fool when he gets out
on the opea highway behind the stsering wheel. It sgems that just
about all of us Ffit into that catsgory of the .! %?)&G#/e/¢*&) masses
at times. Perhaps Suddsy shoulé define ths term masses, before he
condemns them to perdition. Let'es see what kind of definition he
could give that wou.d damn all these included, and praiss ths rest of
us (being darned sure tiat the “*us® don't get hooked, by definition.)

HORIZONS is another one that I always gzt around to last. . . I
agres. The word fanm is good enough, . so lzts remain fen. Herels tine
point. We say we have to explain away tinz stigma of the word fau,.

And many fans have prejudice against the common usage of ths word,

futurian. But only think of the trouble we'd have telling people

what we nmeant when We called oursszlyes “ims™, "tems®, "imags®™, or

some such! Stefniszts, I do like, and I°'d bs willing to stick uy

nsck out and przdict that this tsrm, at leacst, will hold on longsr

than the othsrs. . . A deaply enirenched habit of carelessness Keeps

me from ordesring my belongings as well as should be, but thea con-~

ditions coulé be warse. M-tal filing case for correspondencs, incom-

ing and carbons of the outgoing arranged separately and alphabetically.

Desk drawers moi e or less in order. DBooks mnd magazinss need to be

filed and arrvanged systematically - thet will come withian a few days.

I co through them occasionally, getiing rid of all that has ceased

to be of valus. My father threw away my proziunes (three or four

hundred) when I lsft Frisco, so I1'vz not bothered to gathsr more than

a Tew cozzn sinca. I've wsadeG my fankine collsction down to the
2ally good items, and have thoss in file boxes.

SAFPHO #5, as I have already said, takes top honors in the mailing
Howsver, I'm confused; some of the poens in this issue were
just beyondé my reach. . . Watson is to be complimented. I regret that
I, for one, must deliver the compliment with my left hand. I immaginc

most fapen will agree that SAPril0 is beautiful, but then, I wonder
how many of youread thes poems? I happen to be onz that likes to wade
in and read poetry -~ - bui with sach issus of SArriO, I stand uwore 1in
fear of drowning.



The first poem, SUCCUMBUS, ranks high. It is followed by a
non-geometric arrangement of disconnected words on an otherwise
pretty page of creme-colored paper. In the editorial, the editors
tell us to "believe® that there is meaning in the most contorted
lyric in the mag. I guess that refers to this one. Well the churches
also tell us to believe that when we die, we'll go to heaven if we've
been good. Well, if by any twerk of chance, I ever get to heaven,
I1'11 have to ask St. Peter or some other celebrated figure if he
knows what this poem means. Unvil then, I guess I'll just have to
accept this thing on faith, along with the var & sun crap czap put
out by the theologians. . « The illustration had some nice shading
work in it. . . The next poem, having been considered by the poet
as unworthy of a name, is egually unworthy of further comment. . .
THT PEOPLT PTRISH contained an excellent idea, rather poorly expressec
Not guite worthy of all the trouble of obtaining reprint rights, if
you took the tmwouble. . . The sonnet, TG SYLVIA, although repeating
a well-worn theme (and title) retains a touch of freshness. Banks
Mebane is able to handle the sonnet form without stiffness, ana vnat
is a quality even rare among uvhe masters. o . FIGMENTS continues on
a high level. « o« I decline 10 pass judgement on PRELUDTZS IV. 1Its a
bit like a lot of cubistic, impressionistic, and surrealist pictures:
several of them, I like, although I'm never cuite sure, and don't
really know why. Maybe they were over my head. But then again,
there's always the suspicion that they're just trash with a few
attractive redecming qualitioes. I'm always reminded of the fablc of
the tailors who claimcd to make clothes what would be invisible to
all but thec honest and upstanding. When the king "wore' the clothes
in a procession, no-onc, not even the king, could see anything other
than the rather-obvious birthday suit, but all pretended to admirc
them, fcarful of admitting their dishonesty, until a child said,

"But the king has nothing on.” Neecd I say more? ( I belicve, accord-
ing to thc old talc, the tailors were caught and cxccuted - thoy
should havc been made thc kings personal advisers.)e. « o PRAYZR is

an cxcellent picecc of prosc poctry. If thce author had been able to
compctently rendcr it into vecrsc, without loosing its power, it would
havc becen a masterpiccce - and I don't mecan just by fan standards. « o
POGVATIC STATEMENT ON THZ GAME AND PLAY OF CHESS rcccives -an approxi-
matc ditto of my comments on Prcludcs IV - impression favorable,

but hazye. . . PHANTASMACORIA, X would ratec as thc best in the issue,
and pcrhaps as onc of the all-timc best fan poems. . « POTM was cutc.
Hope i$ wasn't mecant to be morc than that. 1In Sappho, onc ncver
knows which poems to takc scriously. If somc of the Chapper pocms
which I criticiscd last time had becen intended as burlescues of
sophomoric sophisticatcd over-stuffcecd verse, I would have oconsidecred
them really toppo. . o IN MEMORIAM: ABE MZRRIT, is good. (However,
and don't takc this as criticism, this typc of pcotry bores me, cven
if its written by Kecats, Byrcn, or Swinburnc.). ... OZYMANDIAS is onc
of my favoritc pocms. By the way, thc cover illustration wasn't
mcant as an accurate ill<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>